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Europol Methodology and dataset

5. The classification of  criminal networks as most threatening and 
the criteria used for this assessment were left to the discretion of the 
national authorities. The same applies for the number of networks 
provided.



Internationalisation of O.C. in Europe and beyond (Europol Data)

“The 821 most threatening criminal networks affect all 27 EU Member 

States. The majority have a reach that extends beyond the EU, 

particularly to countries in the EU neighbourhood, but also more 

distant locations. This global reach is also reflected in criminal 

networks’ composition, with 112 nationalities represented among 

the members of the 821 most threatening criminal networks. 68 % 

of networks are composed of members from multiple 

nationalities, while 32 % have members from only one country. 

Multinational criminal networks are often composed of nationalities of 

neighbouring countries or of nationalities with large diaspora”.

 From: Europol DECODING THE EU’S MOST THREATENING CRIMINAL NETWORKS,2024 



Is there a nexus between more internationalisation of O.C. and   number
of confiscation measures inside a single country?

I think there is at least for Italy but we need to check for other EU MS. My hypothesis is 

that  we are in front of a new phenomenon: criminal organisations invest outside their 

jurisdiction reducing the law enforcement risk (conviction and confiscation) and less 

inside the jurisdiction where they traditionally operate. 

Considering the numbers of requests for  asset recovery and confiscation abroad that 

Matteo Anastasio will show in the next presentation, thanks to data provided by EU 

Commission, the Italian Ministry of Justice and Col. Ribaudo from the Italian Aro, we 

can state that risk for criminal organizations operating in Europe is minimal if 

compared with the risk in the country where the criminal organizations 

traditionally operate. 

The two trends of internationalization of crime and confiscation of its assets in the 

country of origin of O.C. go, at least for Italy,  in opposite direction. Let us look to Italian 

data. 
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  What about the other EU MS?

    Thanks


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Internationalisation of O.C. in Europe and beyond (Europol Data)
	Slide 4: Is there a nexus between more internationalisation of O.C. and   number  of confiscation measures inside a single country?
	Slide 5: Changes in the number of  freezing and confiscation measures in Italy  (2007-2023)
	Slide 6

